


NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

FROM: City of Los Altos TO: D Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

One North San Antonio Road 
Los Altos, CA 94022-3087 

IZJ County Clerk-Recorder's Office 
County of Santa Clara 
East Wing, First Floor 
70 West Hedding Street 
San Jose, CA 95110 

PROJECT TITLE: Local Amendments to the 2019 California Green Building Standards Code and 
California Energy Code 

PROJECT LOCATION -SPECIFIC: 

PROJECT LOCATION - CITY: 

PROJECT LOCATION - COUNTY: 

Citywide 

Los Altos 

Santa Clara 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Local ordinances (2020-470A, 2020-470B, 2020-470C, and 2020-471) 
making reasonably necessary exceptions, deletions, modifications, additions and amendments to the 2019 
California Energy Code and Green Building Standards Code. Pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) 
Section 25402.1(h)(2) and Section 10-106 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, the city of Los 
Altos has applied to the California Energy Commission for a determination that its locally adopted energy 
efficiency standard, enacted in Local Ordinances 2020-470A, 2020-470B, and 2020-470C (the Ordinances), 
will require buildings to be designed to consume no more energy than permitted by the 2019 Building 
Energy Efficiency Standards (2019 Energy Standards) adopted by the Energy Commission. The Energy 
Commission's Building Standards are set forth in Title 24, Part 6 of the California Code of Regulations. 
These ordinances require installation of infrastructure for electric appliances in newly constructed 
residential and non-residential building types; specific building types identified in the ordinances, allow for 
specific gas-fueled appliance(s) or equipment. 

NAME OF PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: City of Los Altos 

NAME OF PERSON CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT: City of Los Altos 

EXEMPT STATUS: (check 011e) 

D Ministerial (Sec. 2108(6)(1); 15268); 
D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(6)(3); 15269(a)); 
D Emergency project (Sec. 21080(6)(4); 15269(b)(c); 
[gj Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 15061(6)(3) & 15308 
D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 

REASON(S) WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: The City of Los Altos ordinances will require the 
diminution of energy consumption levels permitted by the 2019 Energy Standards, involves the comparison 
of the energy savings of the ordinances pursuant to an objective fixed standard, and does not require the 
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exercise of judgment or deliberation on the part of the Energy Commission. It is therefore a ministerial act 
consistent with Section 15369 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, and is exempt from CEQA 
pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080(6)(1) and section 15268 of Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations. 

The Energy Commission also determined that the activity is covered by the general rule that California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment. (14 CCR§ 15061(6)(3).) Where it can be seen with certainty that 
there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the 
activity is not subject to CEQA. The Energy Commission previously found that its adoption of the 
California Green Building Code was exempt from CEQA pursuant to Title 14, Section 15061(6)(3). 
Additionally, a negative declaration was previously adopted for the California Building Energy Efficiency 
Standards as a whole. These standards are more protective of the environment than the state standards, 
and there are no reasonably foreseeable adverse impacts, and so there is no possibility that the activity in 
question may have a significant effect on the environment. As the lead agency, the City of Los Altos also 
states in its application to the Energy Commission that this activity is exempt from CEQA under Section 
15061(6)(3) and 15308 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Jon Biggs, Community Devel 
2635 

r Telephone: 650-9 7-

~ -Jon Biggs (Nov 12, 2020 07:04 PST) 

Signature 

IXI Signed by Lead Agency 
D Signed by Applicant 

Nov 12, 2020 
Date 

Date received for filing at OPR: 
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